Case study 1: Household decision-making
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Batamuliza, a10 year old girl, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Basaza, a resident of Nyagatare, Rwanda traveled to Uganda to visit her maternal grandmother and spent there 1 week.While she was away, she was bitten by a stray dog. When she returned home, she was not feeling well and the dog wounds were getting infected. She told her mother what had happened and they waited for two days hoping her to get better. When she did not get better the mother brought her to a herbalist in the neighborhood, who applied herbs without success.  After a few days the mother realized that Batamuliza was getting worse and decided to inform her husband who owns a shop in Kayonza, 20 KMs away. He instructed her to take the daughter to the local health center. At the health center, the nurse realized immediately that the girl needed to be admitted, and this needed 50,000 RWF . Unfortunately Mr and Mrs Basaza did not have immediate cash to meet the health bills. Mr. Basaza quickly thought of selling off the only cow Nyamata that was giving daily milk and some daily cash to the household. He immediately contacted his rich friend Kabaija to give him the cash in exchange of the cow. Mr. Kabaija, hearing of the offer, he quickly run to Mr and Mrs Basaza’s home to buy the precious cow. However, Mrs. Basaza was not happy with the move to sell the cow. She protested this to Mr. Basaza and they went into a protracted discussion of the merits and demerits of selling Nyamata the cow that was the main source of livelihood to the household. Mrs Basaza thought of a quick alternative, to secure a loan from her brother who is a prominent commander in the Rwanda Armed Forces. With the problem of cash for health bills sorted out, Mr. Basaza informed Mr. Kabaija that he was no longer interested in selling the cow after all. Despite the frustrations and protests by Mr. Kabaija for wasting his time, the decision had already been made.
From this scenario,

1. What kind of household decision-making model is prevalent in Mr and Mrs Basaza’s household?

2. Who displayed more decision-making power and why?

